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Life Assurance by Gorernment—An Eng- 

A social reform of more than common ee 
terest and importance is under discussion in 
the British House -of-Cemmons, in the form 
of a measuré to éhable the Government to 
provide Deferred Annuities or issue policies 
of Life Assurante for that! latge Industrial |’ 
class now dependent on minor, ill-managed 
offices, or so-called Friendly Societies. - The 
justification of this seeming attempt to trench 


wr We: vali oppor oven | 


hae hd 


rrr 
Progress oF ; Amoaisee-—T8R 2eleed te 
| Maryland yesterday’ hae Bonsorsen the fla of 


On the domaiti of private enterprise, is found’) The 


—firtst,in the fact that the Government has 
already, by authority of Parliament, recogniz- 
ed the principle of interference with the en- 
terprise of ordinary’ asstrance companies or 
loan associations, in exempting friendly 
societies from taxation, aad ‘in having @stab- 
lished, through tlie® post-office “departinent, 
national savings banks. in nearly every parish 
of the kingdom: A second justifying plea is 
found in the fact, that large and safe cOmpa- 
nies do not want the kind of business offered 
by the industrial poor ; ‘but on ‘the contrary, as 
arule, favor the intervention of the Govern- 


ment. Still another argument is supplied by 
the startling report ‘of the Government Com- 


missioner on the: actual ‘condition of those: 


minor assurance companies and friendly so- 


cieties which employ agencies to tout up: sub- 
scribers. 


‘Among the facts, produced before Parlia- 
ment as to the swindling of thesé petty asso- 
ciations are these : the numberof small in- 
surance companies. projected-within the last 
twenty years was 596, The number founded 
was 276. The number which céased to exist 
was 259. Others wert: in process of being 
wound up ‘in chancery, and afew amalga- 
mated with older companies. In the case ef 
those that ceased to exist, none of the money 
deposited with the companies was returned 
to the subscribers. In the case of amalga- 
mated companies, abeut half the amount sub- 
scribed was written off the books, in ordet to 
reduce the indebtedness of the association in 
that proportion. The Friendly Societies’ Act 
was first passed about thirty years ago. Since 
that time the numberof failures ‘bave ap- 
proached closé to 9,000, or. about one-third of 
the whole number established; and by 
these’ failures hundreds of thousands of in- 
dustrious families have been ‘robbed of the 
savings of years. 


The Government scheme professes to offer 
but one great advantage to the policy holder, 
viz,: security from imposition: © “It: will; 
doubtless, also offer, in time, the. additional 
advantage of easy transfer, where the de- 
positor changes his residence from one part 
of the kingdom to the other. .But ite first 
and greatadvantage will be security: ‘ In the 
matter of premitms, it will be.unable ‘to com- 
pete with private enterprise, inasmuch.as the 
Government is precladéd from making invest- 
ments of money which: will produce. on an 
average more than 3¢ per cent.; whereas, 6 
and 6 per cent. is ‘no . unusual interest accra- 
ing to the {ivestmente of drdinary’ aseut- 
ance eompanies, A high premium, then, 
will necessarily be charged by Government, 
and we believe the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer is -to limit the amount assured in 
each case to $500. 


By the aid of Government medical officers 
in the Poor-law Unions; and the voluntary co- 
operation of clergytmen—both established aad 
dissenting—as well as by the ordinary agen- 
cies open to assurance societies, the Finance 
Minister promises’ Parliament that he can 
protect the country from imposition in the mat- 
ter of determining, the health and the iden- 
tity of members. On the question of health 
he gives the opinion of eminent medical men 
connected with assurance, that there is no 
class of the community /ef the probable 
“value” of whose lives’ so easy, and yet so 
correct, an estimate can be formed, as those 
of the steady-going honest British laborer.’ 
The matter is almost reduced inthe case of 
these to the simple question of sobriety. 

: Looking at the picture as presented by Mr. 
Gapstons, the scheme’ seems to have in it 
most of the elements.of success, And we only: 

make the reflection héré that it looks as if the 
British Parliament in* these’ savings . banks” 
and assurance measures, .were- actually bor- 
rowing: a leaf from the.“ paternal govern- 
ment” of His Majesty of France. 


Wouvkns Of ‘tue Farm. — Seventy-three 
thousand dollars were'taken in yesterday for 
tickets | tothe Great Fair; between four and 
five thousand dollars were taken in at the. 
restaurant; and though it-was difficult ont 
account. of the crowd, ‘to * ‘purchase er sell. 
goods, more than enough was taken In from 
sales to carry up the gross receipts of the day 
to, one hundred thousand dollars. Bo nee 
for Wednesday. ies 

+ Though the “buildings were 
soos een a 


are now leaving the two ‘formet cities out of | 


A count. 


the State Assembly, and awaits the action of | 
the Senate. We trust ft Will be passed. It 
is @ measure of vety great importance to all 
the interests to bé affected by it. The origi- 
nal object of constructify the -Chenango 
Canal, was to connect with the public works 
of Pennsylvania, and thus obtain access to. 
| the coal-fields of that State, ,It-was only by} . 
a very curious occurrence of accidents that 
the work was stopped just before reaching the 
point which was absolutely ‘essential to te 
public utility. No time ‘should bé lost ti 
remedying this mistake. The revenues ofthe 
canal Would be véry largely {ncreased, and 
the whole of the southern and western por- 
tions of this State would find easy: ‘and sie 
access to the coal of Pennsylvania, : 
TE es ee ee 
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Wasez or Mowzy.anp Parza— We learn by.]. 


a dispatch from Washington that a new edi- | 
tion of Gen. Gzoncz B. MoCazucan’s Military 
Memoirs is to be published by Government, 
including all the dispatches from him which 
he omitted in’ his report. The omitted dis. 
patches, lying on Secretary Sranron’s table, 
we: are’ told, “niske a “pile 4 foot’ and 
a half high.” If we knew the length and. 
breadth as well as the height of. this 
pile,| we ‘might express. a more. to- 
telligent opinion as to the advisability of 
printing it in the present condition of the 
finances. But, as it is said that the publica- 
tion is to be made for the “sake of history,” 
we think it had better be deferred till the his- 
torical age. It is now theage of action. 
AMUSEMENTS. 


ae 
Acapmur oF Music.—The relapse from. the 
srand opera of the German school—and in that cate-. 
gory we class Gocnon’s “ Faust’’—to the more ly 
drama of the Italian, does not, at the present 


ment, appeer to be acceptable to the public, With- | 
out referring to the matter of taste, which so far as 


the public is concerned, may often be questioned, 
but in this particular instance is trae to great artists 


and great composers, we may state briefly that the ‘ 


attendance last e¢veniug was not equal to, that 
which: witnessed the performances of “ Robert 
le. Diadie.” and’ of * Faust” ‘on the two 
preceding eveniigs...The performance, however, 
wae excellent, and met with fiat hearty meed of ap- 
plause which the few more often bestow judiciously 
than the many. The leading artists were in excel- 
jJent voice... Mme, Mzpoxt, lndeed, saa slager and ap. 
actress, surpassed herself, In the poison scene of | 


eeozen 


the secondjact she was perfectly grand,and was most | 


happlly supported by Signor Mazsosgmt, who gave 
the madre mia with an earnestness and tender sppre- 
elation of its relation to the scene, that was thorough- 
ly enjoyable, Signor Barium sang the music of the 
Duke with fine intelligence and success, It is, how- 


‘ever, & a little too low for his voice, ” Mile. Sutezs was }- 


the Orsini, and won. the customary honors in the 
Brindisi. 

Tork, or Brooke trode wt hare a oppo 
tunity of hearing “Lucia di Lammermoor,” with 
Miss Hasais, Signor Basoworr and Signor Buren in 
the principal féles, On Friday, at the Fourteenth- 
street house, “ Faust ;” on Saturday, “ lone,” for 
the benefit of Signor MazzoLzut. 
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